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SOMETHING’S IN THE AIR    

 

I’ve been hearing from numbers of people—in person, by email and phone calls—that they feel a different energy 
at church, a change in attitude and even a renewed sense of identity and purpose, not just among individuals, but as 
a congregation.  All I can say to that is, “Yes, yes and yes.”  I feel it, too. I like it as much as those of you who have 
made these observations. 
 

What happened?  When I arrived at the end of summer I found a committed, but dispirited congregation nursing old 
wounds and resentments, without a strong sense of who they were, where they were going as a church and fearful 
that they didn’t have the resources or energy to grow and change.  But you did!  You are! You had forgotten what a 
wonderful, dynamic church you were.  Forgotten why it is that you voluntarily associate each Sunday and during 
the week to worship and work for peace and social justice: to help one another believe more fully in life. 
 

All those elements which together create a healthy, nurturing and evolving congregation were there, you just 
needed to be reminded of them and encouraged to once again share your resources. You also needed to work on 
constructive ways to deal with conflict.  Thirty-five of you registered for the conflict workshop in Lincoln. That 
means that the thirty-five of you who were able to be free that day are committed to learning how better to be in 
relation with one another, how better to communicate with one another, how better to vision a healthy congregation. 
 

Second Unitarian Omaha has a board of trustees committed to growing the church in order to make sure that we are 
a beacon of hope to the wider community.  The board, together with the formal and informal leadership in the 
church, is working to make the congregation even more radically hospitable; to expand its life span faith develop-

ment programming; to offer quality, transformative worship experiences; and to 
ensure that we have a strong voice and presence in the liberal religious movement. 
 
I am so grateful that you have allowed me to work with you in your rediscovery of 
the spirit of this church. There is something in the air; a lot of things, especially 
love. 

 
         
 In Faith, 
 
 
         
 Minister Stephen Sinclair, M.Div. 
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First Hour begins at 9:00 a.m.  

Worship Service begins at 10:30 a.m.  

Come join us for coffee and  

conversation after service! 

Second Thoughts is a monthly publication of Second Unitarian Church of Omaha..  Please send your articles 
and submissions to:  info@secondunitarianomaha.org.  Deadline is the fifteenth of each month.                            
Sorry, no late submissions will be accepted. 
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Good things are happening, right?  Exciting 
worship services with provocative ser-
mons, increasing membership, with high    
energy around the coffee pots at the close of 
service.  Thirty members attended the Conflict 
Resolution workshop at the Lincoln church 
and feel we are improving as a congregation 
in how we deal with conflict.   Are we       
perfect?  No, and we realize that perfection-
ism can be a  problem in itself.    
 
Rather, we are sharing a spiritual jour-
ney.   We come from many backgrounds, and 
have quite  a range of ages involved.  What 
about our young people, from the babes in 
arms to the drummers who have joined in our 
singing?  Isn't it wonderful to have such   
company on the   journey? 
 
Our committee members are working hard for 
the congregation.  The Board of Directors are 
looking seriously into the future of the con-
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                        By Bill Woodhams        By Bill Woodhams        By Bill Woodhams        By Bill Woodhams                        

gregation.  Last month, you were told of the 
four goals that were developed in the startup 
workshop with the minister:  
1. Clarify leadership roles and lines of author-

ity in church governance,  
2. Develop and implement clear conflict  

resolution processes,  
3. Develop partnership assessment processes, 

and 
4.  Articulate the worship needs and style of 

Second UU.   
 
These goals have been assigned to pairs of 
board members to work on.  They will be in 
touch with appropriate committees and indi-
viduals as work progresses.      
  
We urge you to let us know what you want for 
the church and to let us know how well we are 
doing our job.  Let us celebrate our progress 
and carry on! 
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Recently, we had a service on Nov. 2 where we    
remembered those who have passed away,        
dedicated a child, and welcomed new members. All 
ages were present for the entire service, and we had 
many ways to participate in the service. After the 
service, I had conversations with all ages to check 
in to see if the service was really accessible to all. 
The feedback I received was positive and enlighten-
ing. The children I saw squirming around during the 
service actually enjoyed being there, even though 
they kept asking when they would get to go to class. 
Adults where thrilled to be able to contribute, just as 
much as the children to the music with their own 
instruments. Everyone I talked to felt they were in 
community during the service.  
 

When I was first approached about adding more 
multigenerational services, I was hesitant and 
thought of all the class planning that was already in 
place. I have to admit I really was not sold on the 
idea. However, it just so happens the theme at the 
recent Liberal Religious Educators Conference was 
multigenerational churches. So, I went off to New 
Mexico without even a thought about the theme or 
how I was going to bring it back to our congrega-
tion. Sometimes, it really does take a new             
environment and discussion to open our eyes to the 
possibilities of new ideas. As I sat through presenta-
tions and workshops around multigenerational 
ideas, I started realizing the opportunity we had as a 
church to really become more connected. I also   
began forming ideas to bring back and how to         
incorporate them into church life.  
 

The first challenge was the service on Nov. 2.  I 

Potluck & Parent Class 
Friday, December 19 

Potluck at 6p.m. - Class at 7p.m. 
Join us for a family potluck followed by a parent discussion around dealing with influences that are in conflict 
with what you would like to teach your children. We will explore ideas around religion, parent styles, and peer 
groups. If you need childcare for this event, please sign up on the sheet provided in the back of the sanctuary or 
contact Laura Shennum, Director of Religious Education at 334-0537 or dre@secondunitarianomaha.org. 
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walked in the door on Tuesday morning, Oct. 28, and 
Stephen approached me about having a multigenera-
tional service on Sunday, Nov. 2. I had no arguments 
and actually had a ton of resources to throw into it. 
Also, it just conveniently fell on a Sunday, where a 
majority of the classes did not have a lesson planned. 
With that said, I did realize I needed to be open to 
those Sundays that may have lessons already 
planned, because what I emphasize with teachers in 
the classroom is it is not the lesson that should be the 
most important on Sunday morning but the environ-
ment we create to be in community.  
 

Our next challenge is the multigenerational service 
on Sunday, December 21 and I would like to take a 
new approach is how to create this service. There is a 
sign up sheet in the back of the sanctuary for anyone 
of any age to be in on the planning stages. The topic 
will be around light and incorporate Winter Solstice 
and Hanukah. We will follow the service with our 
annual Holiday Happenings to celebrate our holiday 
season as a community. I encourage anyone who is 
interested in being a part of one or both of these 
events to please let me know.  
 

Now, the challenge is for the congregation to open 
themselves to new ideas around multigenerational 
community. This means to really think if childcare is 
needed for all ages or only some ages be involved in 
any event? We must look at social justice projects 
and figure out a way in how all ages can be included. 
I am willing to have a discussion with any group or 
person on how to be intentionally more multigenera-
tional. If you are open to the ideas, then the possibili-
ties and connections made are endless.  

Multigenerational Church: What does that mean? 
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                     By Cheri Cody     By Cheri Cody     By Cheri Cody     By Cheri Cody    

A Pathways to Membership Class, for those     interested in considering membership at Second Unitar-
ian, was held on November 1.  This is a  five-hour session on a Saturday morning to discuss religious jour-
neys and learn about Unitarian Universalism.  Participants also get better acquainted with Second Unitar-
ian after hearing from the Board president and committee chairs about the ministries they provide to the   
congregation.    People also learn about the roles and responsibilities of membership.   
 

Thank you to Greeters – A dinner was held on October 30 to thank our greeters. 
    

The new Guest Welcoming & Hospitality          procedures were also reviewed. New emphasis will be put 
on helping people find seating on Sunday morning and other issues.  You can help by moving in from the 
aisles or welcoming people you see looking for a seat. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about how you can be a greeter, please, contact Cheri Cody. 
 

Directory – Work will begin on a new directory in December with the distribution of directory update 
forms to be completed by all members and friends.  When that information has been collected, a new di-
rectory will be published, probably late January or February 2009. 
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By Laura ShennumBy Laura ShennumBy Laura ShennumBy Laura Shennum    

Recently, I made an announcement in church to 
pursue a call in ministry. This has been developing 
for the past several years. It first became apparent 
when I volunteered for a year as the Co-Director of 
Religious Education. The year was full of many 
challenges and lots of work. There were times when 
I thought, “What I have I taken on?” However,  dur-
ing that year, I also became aware of all the possi-
bilities religious education could explore. Even 
though at the end of the year I was exhausted and at 
the end of my sanity, I still very much wanted to 
apply for the Director of Religious Education and 
knew my best work was in the church. 
As I took on the role of DRE as a paid staff person, 
I also decided to make it my goal to learn as much 
about the congregational life of the church, which 
made me attend meetings of committees and the 
board the DRE would normally not be involved in. 
What happened is the more I learned about congre-
gational life, the more I wanted to do and the 
stronger the pull became. At the time, I resigned 
myself to wait until my children were older and off 
to college to pursue a career in ministry. However, 

this past summer, something clicked, and I real-
ized that I didn’t have to wait. After many discus-
sions with my family and colleagues, I decided to 
look into the program at Meadville Lombard and 
immediately saw information concerning an up-
coming prospective student conference. Don and I 
attended the conference Nov. 11 and 12. I met the 
faculty, toured the school, and also met others 
with the similar call. It was a very empowering 
and enriching experience. 
 When I decided to make the announcement at 
church, I kept thinking that this was all in my 
head, and I really didn’t have a place in ministry. 
However, when I made the announcement, I was 
overwhelmed with the amount of support and ex-
citement everyone had for me. I have to say, 
“Thank you again,” to the congregation for being 
an inspiration to pursue this and for the amount of 
support and caring you provided. The program I 
will enter next August will be intense and a lot of 
work, but I know that it is what I need to do right 
now, and I also know I have a congregation of 
wonderfully loving people behind me. 
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Thank you to all Committee Chairs, Board Members, and staff for being so conscientious about 
completing the Expense / Check Request forms.  After the training at the Committee on Committees 
meeting, it takes less time to process requests, and this is greatly appreciated! 
INCOME     

 

October Income totaled $9,361.24 which included Pledge Income of $8,674.33; Offerings of $544.16; 
Dividend Income of $91.00; Rental Income of $50.00, and Refund Income of $1.75. 
 

Pledge Income: Monthly Amounts Received:  
July: $15,264.33 
Aug: $  6,964.33 
Sept: $  7,860.33 
Oct:  $  8,674.33 
 

Offerings:  Offerings year to date: $1,869.79. 
 

EXPENSES:  Expenses year-to-date as of 10/31/2008 were $38,658.03’ which represents 27% of the 
total     2008-2009 budgeted expenses. 
 

A note regarding Contribution Statements mailed to contributors:  Please note that all contributions    
received are recorded according to the purpose of the contribution.  The $25.00 paid to Second Unitarian 
by those who attended the Conflict Management Workshop was recorded under the title of 
“Fundraising” because a separate account was not set up specifically for this purpose.  I apologize for 
any confusion this may have caused you. 
 

A special thank you to the Board for wisely investing in members by appropriating money from the      
Fundraising account to cover the $15.00 per person discount for those attending the Conflict              
Management Workshop on Nov. 8.   
 

Reminder:  If it would be easier for you to have your contribution set up on automatic payment, please   
contact me or Stu Burns, Chair of the Finance Committee! 
 

Feel free to call or contact me if you have any questions! Thank you! 
 

               Treasurer’s Report     Treasurer’s Report     Treasurer’s Report     Treasurer’s Report                                  

                    By Pat Caffrey    By Pat Caffrey    By Pat Caffrey    By Pat Caffrey    

�
"Fear, Hope, and Money"    

First Hour Discussion - December 14, 9:00 am       

 Most of us hold many anxieties and uncertainties with regard to the current economic situation. 
Widespread and profound changes affect us all. How do we support each other and our commu-

nity in these challenging times? All are invited to come share warm apple cider and fellowship in 
this discussion, facilitated by member and mental health therapist, Steve Abraham. 
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                    By Harry Willkins    By Harry Willkins    By Harry Willkins    By Harry Willkins    

Blackstone Book Club 
by Gwen Eurich 

   
During December, we will meet for our an-
nual Christmas party at the home of one of 
our longtime members Doris Peterson.  Our 
party which is potluck will be Tuesday De-
cember 16, 6:30 p.m.  Significant others are 
welcome.  Please bring a dish to share.  
Also bring something to share, such as 
a story, a poem, a memory, or a song!  We 
are also planning a book exchange, so bring 
a book you have read and are ready to pass 
on to someone else. 

Our library recently received a copy of Love and 
Death by Forrest Church, longtime minister of the 
Unitarian Church of All Souls in New York City.  
The book is a heartfelt and poetic reflection on the 
meaning of life and its inevitable end, as well as a 
touching farewell by the  author who is suffering 
from inoperable cancer.       
  

In a narrative of his life as son, father, husband, 
minister, and friend, Forrest describes his journey, 
and in many ways, his awakening to the  unbridled 
joy of living, in spite of the knowledge that it must 
inevitably come to an end. Drawing on personal  
experience with death and the dying, he interlaces 
his story with the sermons he delivered and the sup-
port he has received through all stages of his battle 
with cancer, including the devastating news that he 
no longer has a reasonable hope after surviving a 
period of remission.  He admits he didn’t truly    
become a minister, in the fullest sense of the word, 
until he began dealing with the deaths of parishion-
ers early in his career. Forrest learned that “suffering 
brings us together when we discover the lifelines 
that connect our hearts.”  And as matters of the 
heart, understanding the end of life’s journey is as 
important as all that comes before.  He sees life’s 
unexpected trials, what he refers to as “trap doors,” 
as bringing out the best in us as human beings.  He 
uses the dramatic example of the Titanic’s sinking 
to illustrate how disaster can strike without warning, 
presenting stark choices to ordinary, unprepared 

people.  To him, the Titanic disaster was a microcosm of 
the human condition; the universe seemed ordered and 
predictable, and then the trap door springs open. The 
tragedy of the Titanic demonstrated that when faced with 
the direst of situations, heroes stepped forward, inner 
strength was discovered, and sacrifices made.      
 

Forrest’s cancer is his trap door, but to him, this door will 
“add to the appreciation of life.”  Most importantly, he 
exhorts us to take chances and actually live before dying.  
He discusses a commonly heard regret from those near-
ing their end about unfinished business, calling the words 
“if only” the saddest he ever heard.  Forrest wants us to 
“make peace with ourselves…free ourselves to say yes to 
the cosmos, to embrace our lives and deaths, to make 
peace with God.”  This is not an easy thing for many to 
do, so he shares his life-long “mantra,” his personal phi-
losophy: Want what you have, Do what you can, Be who 
you are.  Not everyone can be a hero, or rich, or famous, 
but we can all strive to accept ourselves and the ones we 
love for what we are.  This acceptance, built on kindness 
(a virtue to the author) acts as a peaceful guide to 
“counter the fear of death with love.”    
 

Love and Death is a wonderful way to help refocus our 
lives—the author actually provides ten hints to “reboot” 
for those who are in need.  My favorite: “Begin with little 
regard for where your path may lead.  Destinations are 
overrated.  And never what we imagine…. In fact, the 
best destinations are those we look back upon as new be-
ginnings.” Words we can all learn from—Good Reading!   

Remember to Recycle 

Please help our church recycling program by using the paper 
recycling bin in the foyer to the Sanctuary and the bins for 
aluminum cans and plastic bottles located to the left of the 
refrigerator in the kitchen area. 

The church also provides bins in the foyer for recycling your 
clean, second-hand clothes for the Siena/Francis House. 

Your old electronic equipment can be recycled! For details 
how you can keep this junk out of the landfills, please read the 
article about recycling posted on our church web site. Go to 
http://www.secondunitarianomaha.org/?id=Recycle_computer 

Thank you, Ministry for Earth Committee 
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                 By  Gene Kopecky By  Gene Kopecky By  Gene Kopecky By  Gene Kopecky                                                    

Movie Night: 
The Social Justice Coordinating Council will be 
showing the Van Jones “Ware Lecture” from the 
2008 General Assembly on Sunday January 11, 
2009. Mr. Jones was featured in the October 6 
issue of Time magazine on “Green means more 
then clean. It means jobs for struggling communi-
ties.” His “Ware Lecture” from GA is an inspira-
tional call to action that no UU should miss. So 
come join us for a potluck supper at 5 p.m. and 
the movie at 6 p.m.   
Fair Trade Holiday Gifts: 
This Holiday Season, you can live out your UU 
values by buying fair trade and organic gifts. Each 
week after service, the Social Justice Coordinat-
ing Council opens the Fair Trade store for: 
- Ground and whole bean coffee 
- Variety of teas 
- Milk and very dark chocolate bars 
These are great stocking stuffers and gifts for 
friends, family, and co-workers. 
Blue Summit Fair Trade: 
Please remember that when you shop for jewelry, 
clothing, and other fair trade artisan work at Blue 
Summit, 120 and I Streets, mention that you are a 

member of Second Unitarian. We participate in 
their rebate program so a portion of sales is re-
turned to Second Unitarian. 
Night of a Thousand Stars pre-party: 
Second Unitarian will be hosting a “Night of a 
Thousand Stars” pre-party on December 6. This is 
a long-running annual gala event benefiting the 
Nebraska AIDS Project. This year's event - 
"Bewitched, Bedazzled and Be Dancin'" at the 
Holiday Inn Central Palace Ballroom (72 and 
Grover) - promises a festive evening filled with 
mystery, magic and glamour.  Join us here at 
church at 6p.m. for lourds hors'doeuvres and other 
refreshments before the big event at nine 
o'clock.  The cost will be $25 per person; all details 
subject to change.  Look for an invitation in your 
email, or call Stu Burns @ 201-7066 for more   
information. 
Action Group Meetings: 
The next SJCC Action Group Meetings are    
scheduled for Noon on Sunday January 18, 2009,  
at Second Unitarian. Lunch will be served. It is the 
goal of the SJCC that all three Action Groups will 
finalize their “Mission Statements” and “Goals” at 
that time. Please mark your calendars.  

October Book Sale ResultsOctober Book Sale ResultsOctober Book Sale ResultsOctober Book Sale Results        

By Gwen Eurich, Library Committee Chair 

For many years, our congregation has supported the Library Committee's annual book sale by first giving 
us books to sell and then purchasing books. The proceeds from this sale are deposited in the Macyl Boruff 
Fund and allow us to buy books for our church library. This summer, our new library shelves were 
also paid for with money we received from past book sales.     
 

Our latest October sale once again reflected the  generosity of the congregation in supporting the work of 
our committee.  We made a record $566.90 from this sale.  Thank you to all!  I especially want to thank 
Stu Burns who hauled numerous boxes full of books to the half-price book store and collected $95 of our 
sales results.  In the future, look for new books added to the Macyl Boruff Library, as a result of our sale. 
    

Please use the library!     
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                       By Marsha Leise       By Marsha Leise       By Marsha Leise       By Marsha Leise    

The new West Omaha Unitarian Church opened its 
doors for Sunday services in September 1963. 
Lorene Poff was in charge of the Sunday School. 
Drawing from our own congregation and speakers 
from the community, lay leadership generally con-
ducted the services. Dr. Weston preached at West 
Omaha one Sunday each month, before scurrying 
to First Unitarian to conduct the service there. 
 

                Rev. Robert Weston 

A West Omaha Committee was established in 
1963 as a new standing committee of First         
Unitarian. The committee chairman was an ex-   
officio member of the First Unitarian Board of 
Trustees. This committee included members of 
First Unitarian who agreed to “go out west” long 
enough to help the new enterprise get started. Sev-
eral members of that original committee have yet 
to return “downtown.” 
 
The mission of The West Side Unitarian Society of 
the First Unitarian Church of Omaha was: To   
promote the welfare of the West Side branch of 
the Omaha Unitarian Church and to afford op-
portunity for service to church and community. 

Sadly, Rev. Robert Weston felt that he needed to 
submit his resignation due to the alienation        

between himself and the Board. He assumed that the 
“disaffection” with him from the Board was due to 
the proposal and purchase of the property for the 
west Omaha church. He left before the beginning of 
the next church year in September 1964.  Rev. 
Vester (Van) Vanstrom became minister at First 
Unitarian in 1964 and preached at the West Omaha 
location once a month. 

The west Omaha group maintained its enthusiasm 
and looked forward to growth. But after the first 
two years, church membership stopped increasing. 
In the years between 1963 and 1972, active      
membership fluctuated between 30 and 50. The  
living room where services were conducted and the 
basement where the church school and nursery   
operated were uncomfortable, had cramped quar-
ters, and did not allow for expansion.  

The group set out to acquire a larger meetinghouse. 
The first approach was to build on the present five 
acres of land. In 1972, the Omaha Unitarians      
conducted a fund drive aimed at a new building on 
the West Omaha property and also provide for some 
major rehabilitation of the downtown church    
building. Although $96,000 was pledged, it was not 
enough for a new building.  

In the midst of the discouragement, the Westwood 
Baptist Church at 3012 South 119 St. was for sale 
for about $100,000. The property on West Center 
Road, which was purchased in 1963 for $50,000, 
was sold in 1975 for $170,000 to Occidental      
Savings and Loan. First Unitarian Church was then 
able to buy the former Baptist Church and use the 
remainder of the sum for needed repairs on the First 
Church. 

On Sunday, January 13, 1974, First Unitarian 
Church joined with the new West Omaha Unitarian 
Church to dedicate the facilities to the greater glory 
of the cause of liberal religion. West Omaha     
Chairman Lee Kelley and First Unitarian minister 
Rev. Vanstrom directed the service. It was a gala 
event and included champagne punch served after 
the service. With plenty of space and enthusiasm, 
service resumed. 
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"If Love Be There"  
This day, 
Setting aside all that divides me from others;T 
This day, 
Remembering that the world is beautiful 
To one who is willing that it be so, 
And that into the open, eager heartT 
The beauty enters inT 
If love be there;T 
This day 
I will make a part of the song of life. 
There may be grief but if there be love it will be 
overcome.T 
There may be pain but it can be borne with dig-
nity and courage. 
There may be difficulty but it can be turned to 
strength. 
Remembering that the world is beautifulT 
If I will let it be so for others whom I meet,T 
This dayT 
I will make a part of the song of life. 
 

"Out of the Stars"  
 

Out of the stars in their flight, out of the dust 
of eternity, 
here have we come, 
Stardust and sunlight,T 
mingling through time and through space. 
 
Out of the stars have we come, 
up from time. 
Out of the stars have we come. 
 
Time out of time before time 
in the vastness of space,T 
earth spun to orbit the sun,T 
Earth with the thunder of mountains newborn, 
the boiling of seas. 
 

Earth warmed by sun, lit by sunlight;T 
This is our home;T 
Out of the stars have we come. 
 
Mystery hidden in mystery, 
back through all time; 
Mystery rising from rocks 
in the storm and the sea. 
 
Out of the stars, rising from rocksT 
and the sea,T 
kindled by sunlight on earth, 
arose life. 
 
Ponder this thing in your heart,T 
life up from sea:T 
Eyes to behold, throats to sing, 
mates to love. 
 
 
Life from the sea, warmed by sun,T 
washed by rain, 
life from within, giving birth,T 
rose to love. 
 
This is the wonder of time;  
this is the marvel of space;  
out of the stars swung the earth: 
life upon earth rose to love. 
 
This is the marvel of life, 
rising to see and to know;T 
Out of your heart, cry wonder: 
sing that we live. 
 
Rev. Robert Weston was a Unitarian minister for 
many years, serving the First Unitarian Church of 
Louisville, Kentucky; First Unitarian Church of 
Omaha, and helping to found Second Unitarian 
Church in Omaha, Nebraska. His son now serves as 
the consulting minister for the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Hillsborough, North Carolina. 
 “Out of the Stars” is one of the most remembered    
poems by Robert Weston.  



$$�
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Looking for that special gift for the Unitarian Universalist in your life?  
The Church of the Larger Fellowship (CLF) offers UU gifts for friends, family, and volunteers of all ages! The Church of 
the Larger Fellowship (CLF) sells several styles of chalice pendants & lapel pins for all genders and all ages. The CLF 
also offers colorful UU-themed note cards for all occasions. They make great holiday gifts, too!   
To reach a real person, contact The Church of the Larger Fellowship: 

e-mail clfshop@clfuu.org  or call 617-948-6150 

Purchasing UU gifts from the CLF is another way to support the work of Unitarian Universalism throughout the 
world.  All proceeds from the CLF Shop support the many ministries of the Church of the Larger Fellowship. 
w.clfuu.org 

Shop at Amazon.com and help the church 
Technology Committee 

Your purchases can help the church! Here’s how. First, go to the church web site at 
http://www.secondunitarianomaha.org/, click on Bookstore, and then click on Shop Now @ 
Amazon.com. Up to 5% of your purchase will be donated to the church. What a great and 
painless way to shop and help the church at the same time! 

Our Whole Lives, K-1 Parent Information Meeting 
Friday, December 5 from 7p.m. to 9p.m. 

If you are interested in finding out the information available from the “Our Whole Lives” curriculum 
for the K-1 grade class, then please join me for an informational meeting. We will explore setting up a 
regular scheduled class time as well as what topics are covered at this age. This meeting is for parents 
only, and childcare can be provided, if you notify the DRE by Sunday, Nov. 30. For more information, 
please contact Laura Shennum at 334-0537 or dre@secondunitarianomaha.org. 

Meditation Reincarnated    

Each month a group of church members and friends of the church meet to study and practice the art of 
meditation.  Study the writings of accomplished meditators and discuss how to apply these teachings in our 
own lives.  We share our own meditative experiences and offer help and support to all who attend.  It's a 
wonderful way to learn relaxation skills and to grow spiritually.  No previous meditative experience is re-
quired.  All of the basics are shared.  Please join us in what can become a very fulfilling practice in your 
life.  The meditation group meets each third Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. in the sanctuary. 
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Adopted Families for the 2008 Holiday SeasonAdopted Families for the 2008 Holiday SeasonAdopted Families for the 2008 Holiday SeasonAdopted Families for the 2008 Holiday Season 
by Anita Meyerby Anita Meyerby Anita Meyerby Anita Meyer 

Holiday Happenings 
December 21st    

12-2 pm 
By Pam Curtiss-Smith 

�

This year, December 21 marks the Winter Solstice, as well as the first day of Hanukah. To 
honor and recognize these celebrations of light, your RGL committee members and 
friends have planned to make our traditional Holiday Happenings celebration a special 
event! Please join us and bring your favorite seasonal dessert to share. Lunch will be 
served, and there will be activities for all ages to enjoy.  
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 � � Calendar Codes: 

RE=Religious Education, (FH)=First Hour Area, (SA)=Sanctuary, 
(DN)=Downstairs,  (DNW) = Downstairs Worship Area (OS)=Offsite, 

(WH)=Whole church, (PR)=Private rental, 
 (MO)=Minister’s office: scheduled by Minister only. 

Large print orders of service are  
available.  If you need one, please ask your 
greeter for a large print order of service when 
you come to church.  

                            Second Unitarian Church Calendar                   Second Unitarian Church Calendar                   Second Unitarian Church Calendar                   Second Unitarian Church Calendar                       
                         December 2008 December 2008 December 2008 December 2008    
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First Hour Discussion 9:00 a.m.  
Worship Service 10:30 a.m. 

 
Dec. 7 
First Hour  Writing for Spiritual Growth  
   Facilitator: David Martin  
Worship Mercy Made Real 
   Stephen Sinclair, Interim Minister 
 
Dec. 14 
First Hour Fear, Hope, and Money 
   Facilitator: Stephen Abraham  
Worship Consumerism: the Diminution of Self  

  Stephen Sinclair, Interim Minister 
  
Dec. 21 
First Hour No First Hour 
Worship Winter Solstice Observance  
  TBA 
 
Dec. 24 Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
    Stephen Sinclair, Interim Minister 
Dec. 28 
First Hour No First Hour 
Worship TBA 

 
 
 
 

 
Second Circle 
For Teens of   

Second Unitarian Church 

Come into the circle of caring. 
Come into the community of gentleness,  

of justice and love. 
Come, and you shall be refreshed. 

Let the healing power of this people  
penetrate you. 

Let loving kindness and joy pass  
through you. 

Let hope infuse you 
and peace be the law of your heart.  

In this human circle, caring is a calling. 
All of us are called. 

So come into the circle of caring.  
- Richard S. Gilbert 

 

All teens are invited to join Second Circle, 
meeting the first and third Sundays of the 
month, September through May. We meet 
across the street from the church, walking 
over together after the first portion of the 
worship service.  
 

Our time is spent focused on connection.     
to each other, to the outer community, to 
the world, and to our religious and  spiri-
tual selves. We explore through discussion, 
ritual, and a variety of activities.  All meet-
ings are facilitated by two adult volunteers 
from our church  community. 
 

Please refer questions to Gay Abraham or 
Anita Jeck. 

If you are interested in presenting a 
 First Hour, please contact Anita Jeck. 

                                        ServicesServicesServicesServices                                
                         December 2008 December 2008 December 2008 December 2008    
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MISSION STATEMENT  
SECOND UNITARIAN CHURCH OF OMAHA 

 

“Second Unitarian Church of Omaha is an inclusive and nurturing religious community 

engaged in thoughtful pursuit of truth and meaning.  Our mission is to grow as a beacon 

of hope – sharing a vision of a world community that embraces diversity and promotes 

justice and respectful stewardship within the interdependent web of existence.” 

 

Adopted May 16, 2004  
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